
Newnham Junior School 
 
 

Newnham Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety 
of all pupils and expects all members of the school community to share this commitment. 

 

26th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Most families have been at home for over two months now and the lockdown has created many new challenges and 
opportunities for parents, carers and children. Anyone who has had to add schoolwork to their home routine will 
know that keeping a child focused can be a struggle and we thank you for your continued support in this. 
  
School remains the best place for children to learn and the Government has outlined their proposal for a phased 
return, beginning with Year 6 for Junior School children.  Any return to school is reliant on certain conditions around 
the Covid-19 pandemic being met and the Government feels  this has been achieved. Year 6 parents and carers have 
been contacted separately, outlining the safety measures (based on DfE and PHE guidance) we have put in place so 
children can return.  
 
The Government has also informed us of their plan for all other year groups to return before the end of term and we 
will notify you when we have further guidance on this. While many parents and carers need school to reopen in 
order to get back to work, many will also feel anxious about their child heading back into the classroom 
environment.  We are happy to offer you any support in making your decision. 
 
Key Worker/Vulnerable Children  - As you know, schools are being asked to continue to provide care for a limited 
number of children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents/carers are critical to the Covid-19 
response and cannot be safely cared for at home.  If you believe that you now meet the eligibility criteria and have 
not yet contacted the school to indicate that you would welcome this support, then please do so as a matter of 
urgency by Thursday 28th May by emailing office@mail.newnhamjun.org.uk.  Only those pupils who have a 
letter/email confirming attendance will be accepted at school from Monday 1st June.  
 
Key worker children will be kept separate from the Year 6 children and will continue the online learning, under the 
supervision of Miss Barnes and our Teaching Assistants. Whilst we will help the children to follow stringent safety 
measures as outlined by the current guidance and put in place many school based measures, please note we cannot 
guarantee that your child will not contract the virus at school.  
 
For all others not returning yet, the teachers will continue to regularly update the online learning work and will 
maintain regular contact with their class through email.  Staff have done a fantastic job, with most working 
extremely late into the evening, trying to bring distant learning to life.  
 
We thank you for your kind messages of support over the last few weeks. This continued support is hugely valued by 
all at Newnham and we send our best wishes to you and your families over the coming weeks. We greatly miss the 
children who are not returning yet but look forward to welcoming them all back as soon as our experts advise that it 
is safe to do so.  In the meantime, we hope you all stay safe and well.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Mrs K Nahal  
Co-Headteacher 

Mr N Wilkey  
Co-Headteacher 
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