
Newnham Junior School 
 
 

Newnham Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety 
of all pupils and expects all members of the school community to share this commitment. 

 

10th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you and your families are well. 
 
Half term is fast approaching and we’re sure that most of you are hoping, like us, that the 
Government will announce that schools will be reopening on the 8th March.  Before the very first lock 
down last year, an article was shared with the staff about how, in the future, schools would not be 
needed because children could learn remotely from robots and machines with artificial intelligence.  
Two lockdowns later, we can all agree (and hope) that this will never happen.  Children need to be at 
school to improve not only their education but their social interaction.  
 
Most parents and carers also need a rest from their children.  Perhaps a few of you secretly enjoyed 
the first lockdown in the lovely warm weather, spending time with your children in the garden or 
going for long walks.  However, as much as we think your children are amazing, we find it difficult to 
believe that spending every day with them, mostly stuck inside, trying to get them to do their school 
work, wouldn’t put a strain on your relationships. 
 
As we have said before, the most important thing is that you are all trying your best. The engagement 
from the children has been amazing and this has been largely due to the hard work you, the teachers 
and teaching assistants have put in.  Despite this, we can’t wait for it to end. 
 
Half Term - During next week’s half-term term, no work will be set for the children apart from the 
usual expectation to read every day and go through multiplication tables.  The school will also be 
closed to all children during this period.  We return to school on Tuesday 23rd February when Google 
Classroom sessions will resume. 
 
We know that some parents are keen for their children to continue their education during the 
holidays but we would strongly advise that you give them a rest, particularly from working on the 
computer or other devices.   
 
Term Dates - These have been updated through to the end of the Summer Term 2022 and are 
attached for your information. 
 
FONJSA - Many PTAs have stopped fundraising during this period but FONJSA have worked 
tirelessly to raise funds to help support your children at school.   
 
Magic Show -We would like to thank Sharon Jenkins and the FONJSA team who helped organise the 
virtual magic show last Friday.  A raffle was drawn at the end of the evening which is available to 
watch on the FONJSA Events Facebook page and Hope Chandler won a magic set and dvd.  
 
Half-Term Pancake Challenge - Friday is the deadline to sign up for this via the School Gateway and 
details are attached again for your information.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

  

Mrs K Nahal - Co-Headteacher Mr N Wilkey - Co-Headteacher 
 


